Minutes
Emergency Block 27 LLOA Board of Directors Meeting 

June 15, 2011

A meeting of the Block 27, Lake Lot Owners Association, Board of Directors, convened at 7:00 p.m. on June 15, 2011, at the Bay Hills Golf Course Club House, main meeting room.  

ITEM 1 

Meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m.  On roll call, those present: Directors Steve Kessler, Bob Sudduth, Laird Lauber and Mick Buscher.  Those absent: Tom O’Hara (out of country) 

ITEM 2 

Board of Directors President, Steve Kessler, announced the purposes of the special emergency meeting as follows:
1. To discuss issues brought up at the emergency SID Board meeting of June 10, 2011  (Issues that are relative to Block 27)
2. To discuss the water level of the lake.
ITEM 3 

The purpose of the emergency SID meeting was explained as follows:

The meeting was held in order to declare a SID #5 flood emergency.  By that declaration, the SID is eligible for assistance from FEMA. The SID will most likely be ordering sandbags to have on hand should the need arise to put bags around the well house or waste water treatment plant. Should the need arise to install the sandbags a call for volunteers will be sent out.
ITEM 4 

The following information was provided at the SID meeting by Mr. Bill Cover, Director, Cass County Emergency Management Agency:
There were concerns about Highway 75 closing near the Platte River Bridge due to floodwaters backing up there, but Plattsmouth City Administrator Erv Portis spoke with a Nebraska Department of Roads engineer who had met with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  According to the 6/8/11 Cassgram, Mr. Portis stated that, “Based on expected Missouri River flood levels, it is now deemed unlikely that U.S. Highway 75 will be flooded and closed. There is still a bit of uncertainty and conditions could change, especially if Platte River levels increase more than expected”
Additional information provided:
1. Treasure Island Rd at Capt Morgan Circle is at an elevation of 975.9’msl
2. The Platte River on Friday, June 10, 2001, was 966.9’

3. Projected flood level is 976’
4. The SID well house and water treatment plant are at 980’ – above projected flood level.
5. The generator at SID well pump house is there to be proactive; not because it’s expected to be used.  If in an emergency one were needed it would be hard to obtain during the emergency.
6. The USA Corps of engineers is supposed to take new elevation readings in our area early the week of Jun 13. 

7. Rumors have been rampant.  In order to verify a rumor you are encouraged to call the Cass County emergency management agency at 402-267-6764.

ITEM 5 

SID meeting highlights:
The SID Board stated that our wells are deep enough so as not to be impacted by surface water. Should we encounter problems with the wastewater treatment plant the SID will, like many communities, release sewage directly into Four Mile Creek.  Of course, this requires notice to the DEQ. The SID has already rented a generator that is on site to be prepared to keep the well house running should the area lose power. This is to ensure that water can be kept flowing to fill the water tower.
ITEM 6 

Lake level issues and options:
The objective is to keep brackish river water from invading our lake.  We can not protect homes and property; that is up to the homeowner, but we can be proactive to environmentally protect our lake.
Two different hydrology engineers have recommended that our lake be left high in volume (normal state – no draw-down) and said our action to block off the outflow pipe was excellent and the right thing to do as a proactive, preventive action.  The reasons for leaving it at its standard level:

1. The greater pressure of higher water makes it less likely that higher ground water will penetrate through the bottom.

2. With a higher volume of fresh water there would be less displacement with brackish river water if it were to attempt to enter our lake
3. If large amounts of water were to enter our lake from runoff, the additional pressure applied will relieve itself through our blocked outflow flowing against it.  If it gets too high, and at a later date when flood levels stabilize and there is not a chance of brackish water entering, then the outflow plug can be loosened or removed.   We will look to see if river water has backed up into our drainage channel to Four Mile Creek in a week or two and determine then if it is safe to pull the backflow plug.
Therefore, be aware that the water on your shoreline may be back to the level it was two weeks ago.

ITEM 7 

Sailboat Lake Issues:
Many good suggestions from LLOA members were brought up at the meeting has how best to manage our lake,  including future dredging and installing a float device in order to automatically keep the lake at a preset and steady level.  Although all comments and inputs were valid, it was suggested by President Kessler that they be brought up at the LLOA general members meeting held in the later part of August, as they were not part of the special meeting subject.  The Board encouraged this type input and discussion and suggested several ways members could assist the board by soliciting bids for certain projects.
ITEM 8
Based on advice from engineers, at this time, the risks of lowering the lake level far outweighs the benefits of continuing to keep it at the standard level.  The height of our lake has nothing to do with water getting into your house. There is no documentation by any agency that shows Block 27 is in jeopardy of flood water.  (Ref flood inundation map and published info from County Emergency Management)
Motion by Kessler, seconded by Sudduth:
Be It Resolved by the Board of Directors, that Sailboat Lake be kept at the standard height agreed to be at or just below the outflow pipe.
Roll call: AYE: Kessler, Sudduth, Lauber, and Buscher. NAY: None. ABSENT: O’Hara. ABSTAIN: None. 

The resolution was declared adopted.

Motion by Sudduth, seconded by Lauber:
Be It Resolved by the Board of Directors, that the Sailboat Lake well be operated only by a Board member.
Roll call: AYE: Sudduth, Lauber, and Buscher. NAY: None. ABSENT: O’Hara. ABSTAIN: Kessler. 

The resolution was declared adopted.
ITEM 9
The Emergency Meeting of the Board of Directors was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Stephen J. Kessler

President, Block 27 LLOA

