LLOA Lake Committee  

Minutes of the July 27, 2011, Meeting

Our meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Bob Sudduth

Present were:  Bob Sudduth, Mick Busher, Ernie Quintana, Ray Herek, Steve Villamonte, and Patrick Yarusso
Absent were:  Mike Jones 

No Formal Agenda:

Issues discussed:

(1) Controlling the trash fish in the lake

(2) Lake Clarity   

(3) Goose population

(4) Float to control level of the lake

(5) Outflow of the lake 

(6) Dredging the lake

Trash Fish

It was determined that we have several ways to control the trash fish in the lake. 

· Drain the lake and kill all the fish with chemical Rotenone

· Fish out the trash fish host tourneys focusing on certain fish

· Shock the lake and remove only the trash fish
After discussing the pros and cons of each method, everyone agreed on shocking the lake. Steve said he did some research and found some shocking equipment on the internet. The equipment sells from $500.00 to $5000.00 and it would take some research to determine how to work it. Ray commented that the company that does it locally uses a special boat which allows them to cover a lot more ground.  

Bob briefed the committee about a proposal from a company called FNC Lake management who specialize in fish shocking. The proposal offers a one day 6 to 7 hour of shocking, removal and assessment for $1000.00. After the initial shocking the company will do an assessment and provide a formal comprehensive fish management plan. Steve wanted more than one day of shocking initially, and suggested three days to start. Ernie suggested we should wait for the fish management plan first and everyone agreed. The company recommends shocking in the spring. Everyone would like to have it done ASAP. Bob agreed to contact the company to find out if we could have it done sooner.

One big issue with the shocking is apparently FNC does not take the fish away, so disposal would have to be determined. Bob was going to check with Wiles to see if they had a place we could dump it. If not then we would have to determine a place which may be the dump. Someone suggested the creek and Mick said it was illegal to transport and dump fish into another body of water. We would have to have the pickup trucks of the neighborhood to do the transporting.

The last part of our discussion on this issue was the need to notify and inform the lake lot owners about our recommendation. This letter would detail all of the reasons for controlling the trash fish in our lake. Steve Agreed to type it and send it out to the committee for changes or suggestion.  

Lake Clarity

The lake cloudiness is caused by either chemical or mechanical means. If we take a water sample and let it sit 24 hours and it become clear the problem is mechanical. Mechanical would be the wind blowing shallow water, turning up the mud, or trash fish scouring the bottom or algae. The group believes we have a case of both wind, and trash fish, muddying the lake. Chemical would be and ionic imbalance of the water, allowing dirt particles to stay suspended, which would require a treatment of gypsum. For ultimate clarity we also have to have a grass watershed. This means all of the area surrounding the lake, should have grass, and not exposed dirt. Bob said spraying the algae also helps clear the lake. The group all decided the removal of the trash fish would greatly help the clarity of the lake. Someone in the group stated “finishing all the shorelines will also help the clarity if the lake.” 

Beaver and Goose Population

Ray asked if there was anything we could do about controlling the geese population. Mick said it was illegal to shoot a firearm in the area. He suggested somehow shooing them in the direction of the hunters when they are positioned on the fields near our lake. Bob said he did look into it and found we could spray the eggs before spring when they are laid, (all but one nest) and this would hinder the eggs from hatching.  Bob said we are still controlling the beavers and that the trappers would be coming back soon.  No one really had any other suggestion for controlling the geese.

Float Control

Bob reported that installation of an automatic float is in the works.
Lake Outflow 

Ray brought up issues about the location of the well water inflow into the lake. He said it should be moved farther away from the out-flow culvert. This started discussion about the pump and ways of moving the line. Bob said we have looked into it and even bid it out and no one would bid it. Mick said he walked the west end of the lake and that there is a great area for installing a new outflow culvert. If this were the case the location of the well water inflow would not be an issue because we would have good rotation of good water in and bad out. We would close the current out flow and create a new one on the west end. The group agreed to investigate this idea further. 

Dredging the Lake

Everyone one agreed we need to dredge the lake and that a strategy/plan is needed. We should start putting funds away for this expensive task. It was agreed that we start with the bays first and the west end as the areas are the shallowest on the lake. We would ask the board to seek estimates.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Steve Villamonte

July 30, 2011                                                         

