FNC Lake Management

PO Box 304

Springfield, NE  68059

(402) 672-6191
www.farmersnational.com
June 20th, 2018
Dear Patrick,

Farmers National Company’s Conservation and Recreation division electrofished the Lake for 5000 seconds on 6/8/18.  Fish sampled in order of fish flesh abundance included common carp, channel catfish, largemouth bass, river carpsucker, crappie, white perch, shortnose gar and walleye.  FNC estimates that we removed around 300 pounds of non-gamefish.  
Largemouth bass were sampled throughout the lake.  Most bass sampled were between 15 and 21 inches in length.  Bass over 8 inches in length were sampled at around 50 bass per hour.  This would be below average for most lakes in eastern NE, but we sampled and observed at least 15 bass over 4 pounds.  That is significantly above average for lakes that we manage.  A few bass less than 8 inches in length were sampled/observed.  Suggestions at end of report will address the lack of smaller bass. 
We did not sample or observed any crappie over 8 inches in length.  Sampling later in the spring and having water temps close to 80 has put the larger crappie too deep to sample.    You should not have to stock crappie in the near future; they are reproducing on their own.  Bluegill numbers were good, but size is lacking. Competition from all other small fish species has kept bluegill size down.  It is very hard to manage a lake for bluegill when gizzard shad and white perch are present.  
Channel catfish numbers are high and size is varied.  White perch numbers are not bad, but need to be monitored.  Out of all the non gamefish in the lake, they can cause the most direct damage to the fishery.  They eat other fish.  We did sample a few walleye. They were healthy and are growing well.  Stocking a few walleye every other year will provide a “bonus” fishery in the lake.  Walleye up to 5 pounds will be present in the next few years. 
Here are a few suggestions for the rest of 2018 into 2019.
· Stock 500, 4-6 inch largemouth bass this fall.  I would plan on stocking bass every other year.  You do not need bass any larger than this.  Your lake has plenty of forage and those bass will grow quickly.  
· No live minnows for bait.  Frozen minnows, crawfish and worms.  
· Catch and release on all largemouth bass and walleye.
· Catch and remove on all non gamefish.

· Set a per lot panfish limit (bluegill, crappie) of 10 per day.  If people want to keep a few crappie, I see no problem for this fishery as long as people are not taking out hundreds.

· Stock 200, 6-8 inch walleye on years that bass are not stocked.

· Do not stock minnows.  There is plenty of food in the lake for the gamefish.  Use that money for bass and walleye.

· Do not stock crappie.  They are reproducing in your lake.  

Please let me know if you have any additional questions/concerns regarding the lake or this report.  The lakes game fishery is progressing nicely from 2012.  Following these recommendations will continue to bolster the fishery.

Aaron Klusmire, Fisheries Biologist
aklusmire@farmersnational.com
